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that Johnson was the author of the False Alarm.   I believe

he is; but the personfi who told you so is a most worthless
and dangerous follow, and capable of any mischief*   Adieu!

1297,   To SIB HORACE MANN,

Arlington Street, March 28,1770,

OITB storms rather loiter than disperse; but they have
deceived me so often, that if I thought them blown over,
I should be cautious of saying so. Lord North's temper
and prudence has prevailed over much rash counsel- and
will, I hope, at last, defeat the madness of both sides.
There has not been much heat in the House of Commons.
The Rockingham faction has left Lord Chatham's aground,
and would not defend the indecency of the Remonstrance*
This alarmed my Lord Mayor, and, though he affected to
keep up his spirit, it sunk visibly. The House, you may be
sure, resented the insult offered to them, and the majorities
have been very great; yet has there been no personal
punishment or censure, no dubbing of martyrs. The
country gentlemen have even declared that they will
support the court in no violence, This is very happy, at
a time when the first overt act of violence on either side
may entail long bloodshed upon us. The disavowal has
given Lord Chatham a real or political fit of the gout; and
he neither appeared yesterday in the House of Lords, when
an address to the King against the Remonstrance was voted,
nor at a sumptuous dinner and ball, given to the opposition
by the Lord Mayor. They passed in solemn procession,
escorted by the Liverymen of London on horseback, from
the Thatched House Tavern, near St. James's, to the Mansion
House, amidst thousands of people. At night, a small
drunken mob, consisting, I believe, chiefly of glaziers and
e SmoHett,. for the
